Minutes of the virtual meeting of Dyffryn Cennen Community Council held on Wednesday 13th January, 2021.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Present:
Councillor L. Durgan in the chair

Councillors:
D. Davies, P. Thomas, D. Beynon, D. Greenish, T. Amery, J. Jenkins

County Councillor E. Thomas

Councillor D. Saunders and Councillor L. Griffiths unable to attend due to technical difficulties with virtual meetings.

Co-option

A notice to be placed in the South Wales Guardian under Ffairfach news.

Apologies
None.

2961 – MINUTES
Minutes were accepted as correct.

2962 – Public Question Time
No one present.

2963  -  Matters arising from the minutes
There weren’t any matters arising.

2964 – Issues for the PCSO
As stated in previous meetings, any issues to be reported to the County Councillor.

2965 – Issues for the County Councillor
The rubble by Brecon Water had been cleared
Grit/salt boxes were discussed.  The box in Trap was nearly empty.

Lights were now working on Llandeilo Bridge

Schools were closed at the moment.

The Railings near Chapel House Ffairfach were leaning and looked as if they were going to fall over, Councillor D. Beynon to send a photograph.

A request had been sent in for the Sweeper as drains and culverts were blocked.

2965 – Finance
The Clerk had prepared a Financial Budget Report in order to discuss the precept.  It was agreed to increase the precept by £1,000.00 to £6,000.00.  The chairman to sign the appropriate precept form,

The NHS fundraising day on 5th July was discussed briefly with street parties to be organised, bells to be rung, flags could be purchased, etc.   This would be discussed later in the year at our April meeting.
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Money needed to be spent on the Play Area, extra bark was needed around some of the equipment.

Donations would be given at our February meeting.  The possibility of giving a donation to our normal venue meetings was discussed briefly.

Money would need to be spent on a Christmas Tree for the village of Trap this to be discussed later in the year.

Following cheques were presented and resolved to be paid:

Hywel Lewis, Glantowy (Christmas Tree)


£180.00 cheque no. 001867
Davies Electrics (Christmas Tree)



£456.00 cheque no. 001868

Archwilio Cymru





£384.75 cheque no. 001869

Clerks Wages






£290.00 cheque no. 001870

HMRC







£  10.00 cheque no. 001871

A precept payment of £1,666.67 for December quarter had been received.

The S137 for 2021/2022 would be £8.41.
Audit 2019/2020
Grant Thornton reported that except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review, in our opinion, the information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance the proper practice and no matters come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
The Auditor General for Wales issued Dyffryn Cennen Community Council a qualified audit report.  Details of the matter which has led to the qualification are given below:

Approval of the Annual Return
The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the Council to approve the accounting statements by the members meeting as a whole and for the Chair of the meeting to sign and date the Annual Return.

The accounting statements have not been approved by the Council as a whole and this has instead been agreed in the form of acceptance by email.  The Regulations require a minimum that members can hear each other during meetings, therefore the use of emails to hold a ‘meeting’ is not lawful.

I did try to explain to the Auditor that we had not held a virtual meeting.  The closing date for the Audit was extended from July until the end of September.  We didn’t start holding virtual meetings until October.
Additionally, during our review we identified some other matters that we wish to draw to the Council’s attention which do not affect our audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.

High level of reserves
We note that the Council holds a high level of general reserves, approvimately 1.76 times the annual precept of 2019/2020.
The Council should consider the level of general reserves required and consider taking steps to reduce the level of reserves in future years if necessary.
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Accounting for Fixed Assets
It has come to our attention that Box 2 on the accounting statement on the Annual Return, shows no increase in fixed assets yet other evidence from Box 6 states the council purchased play equipment and benches during the year 2019/2020.  In addition, we note that the fixed asset register has not been updated to include the total value of these assets.  A form schedule of assets should be maintained and regularly updated.

Therefore, Box 12 on the accounting statement on the Annual Return is incorrectly stated as £3,707.  The correct figure should read “£11,053”.
The Council should restate the 2020 figures on next year’s Annual Return and write “restated” beneath the £ sign on, the 2020 column.

Audit 2021/2022
The Audit this year would be inhouse, details had not been sent to Community Councils of what the Audit would entail.  The new Audit would last for a period of 3 years, the Community Council audits over the next 3 years for Dyffryn Cennen Community Council  would be “basic”, “basic”, “full”. 

Completion of annual accounts, following the 2019-2020 timetable will require preparation and certification of accounts by 31 August 2021 and publication of final audit accounts by 30 November 2021 for all local government bodies in Wales.  

Overpayment of VAT claim

With reference to the overpayment of £3,217.52 paid in error, a member of staff at HMRC had telephoned stating that we keep the money and each time we make a VAT claim to deduct it from the overpayment.

2966 – Footpaths
Nothing to report.

Declaration of Interest – Councillor D. Greenish – 20/19208/FUL

2967 – Planning

Brecon Beacons National Park  – 20/19208/FUL – Gelligroes Farm – Permission granted
Brecon Beacons National Park – 20/19397/FUL – Delfryn Cottage, Trapp-  replacement dwelling.

2968 – Correspondence
(a)
C.FF.I. Sir Gar – thank you for donation

(b)
Trap W.I. – thank you for donation
(c)
Llandyfan Church – thank you for donation

The following had been forwarded by email:
(d)
One Voice Wales – your town your future

(e)
Virus updates

(f)
Volunteer Recognition Grant – closing date 31/03/2021 – project

(g)
Amazon scam/Courier scam

(h)
Census – posters for notice boards

(i)
Carmarthen town development

(j)
Ammanford town development
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2969 – Member’s Reports/Issues
Councillor T. Amery was thanked for his help with the Christmas Tree.  As the same electrician is used by Llandeilo Town Council, they might possibly have room to store our Christmas lights – County Councillor agreed to make enquiries. 

Nothing further to report regarding the removal of the Kiosk, confirmation had been received in September that our response had been logged.

Next months donations were discussed.  Events such as Llandeilo Show, Trap Show, etc. didn’t know whether they would go-ahead, but costs were being incurred, licences, etc.   The possibility of giving donations to more local events/causes was to be considered.
Councillor D. Beynon was arranging for photographs and a quote to be sent to Keep Wales Tidy regarding the Butterfly Garden grant.

The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.
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